Dear (Company Name) employee:
(Name of Company) supports United Way of Eastern Maine. Our employees have proven their generosity during difficult times, and this year, faced with a very challenging economy, your help is needed more than ever before. 

For seventy plus years, United Way has improved the lives of thousands of local people. Today, United Way of Eastern Maine is focused on programs and initiatives that support the building blocks of a good life, education, income and health.  

Beyond funding 75 local programs that address these issues, United Way and local volunteers have convened community partners in initiatives that address issues affecting our community as a whole.
In the winter of 2008, United Way of Eastern Maine and its funding partners made a series of small community matching grants tailored to fit the needs of specific communities. These Neighbors Helping Neighbors grants helped to weatherize homes, create community warming centers, meet basic needs for food and personal safety and even provide gas money to make possible transportation to medical appointments. 

A network of transportation systems will be online in mid September 2009, giving healthcare providers and patients the ability to connect providers and patients.  This means seniors will keep their medical appointments and physicians’ practices will experience fewer missed appointments, increasing their efficiency.

UWEM is entered into a school readiness initiative in Bucksport, launched in September of 2008, that is determining areas in which the community’s resources can help ensure that every child there reaches school with the skills they need to succeed in school.   Discussions are under way for a similar program to be replicated in Piscataquis County.

In these ways and more, United Way and its partners are improving lives in the cities and towns where (Name of Company) employees live and work. 
So as the campaign at (Company name) kicks off this year, please think about the difference you can make in improving your community.  We all win when a child succeeds in school and when families are financially stable and in good health. I hope you will join me in making a gift to United Way, because together we can accomplish more than any single group on its own.  
Sincerely, 

P. Jerry Whalen


(this could also be signed by the CEO)

2009 UWEM Campaign Chair

Eastern Maine Healthcare Systems
